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THE BATTLE OF ADAIRSVILLE, GA., MAY 17, 1864. 

Sherman's Georgia Campaign. 



[From the War Diary of C. W. Keeley, now of San Benito, 
Texas.] 

Newton's 2nd Division of the 4th Corps started out as 
advanced guard for the army about 3 o'clock a. m., my 
regiment, the 73rd 111. as skirmishers. We struck the 
skirmishers of the enemy about daylight and skirmishing 
was continued all day, once we pressed the enemies' line 
so close, that by a dash, we captured fifteen wagons. 

About 5 o'clock p. m. the enemy reached a line of hills 
with a rail fence extending to right and left, this fence they 
quickly threw into piles, as breast works, and made a 
stand to save their wagons. In front of this line perhaps 
40 rods, and on the road, was a plantation house known 
as the "Graves House," also a tobacco house. This to- 
bacco house was filled with the enemies' sharpshooters. 
We as skirmishers, took position on the west side of the 
road opposite the Gfaves House where we were exposed to 
fire from the enemies' line behind the rail piles, and a cross 
fire from the Graves House. 

Several of our men were killed here skirmishing behind 
trees. There appeared more danger to go back than to go 
forward. 

There was a very low fence dividing the grove we were 
in from the field occupied by the enemy, and seeing a better 
position behind a low stump a few rods ahead, I ran to it 
and laid as close as possible. 

To my right ran a small ravine which ran down through 
the enemies' line. There were no obstructions placed in the 
ravine, and I could see their line of battle standing. 

I had fired one shot at this line, when I saw the blue 
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smoke of a rifle spring out of the dead grass at the base of 
an old tree snag, and at very close range, and the bullet 
struck the stump at my head. My gun being loaded, I 
fired into this smoke, but probably fired too high, as the 
next instant his second ball struck the stump throwing 
splinters into my face. I fired my second shot at the same 
point only lower. He did not return this fire. 

By this time it was beginning to get dusk, and the firing 
soon ceased except an occasional shot from the Graves 
House. 

After dark we were glad to see a relief come to us, owing 
to our hard service during the day, which had been sent us 
by General Newton, and we went back to partake of 
breakfast, dinner and supper all in one. 

During the night the enemy moved on, taking his dead 
and wounded, of which there were not many, as there were 
not many troops engaged in the battle of Adairsville. 

In the early dawn, I was at the base of the old snag, and 
saw the full imprint of a man in the grass, also his gun, 
cartridge box, and belt, haversack, also a white hat, and 
white blanket, both bloody. 

The hat-hand had been cut by the ball in two places. 

I thought to take away something to remember the place. 
I opened the haversack, ,and among other things f ound a 
small bible carefully wrapped. On its front fly leaf I read 
the name of <l James S. Lytle, Washington, Iowa." 

On a back fly leaf "J esse W. Wyatts' book, captured at 
the Battle of Shiloh, April 6th, 1862, Company B, 12th 
Tenn. C. S. A. Smith's Brigade, Cheatams Division, 
Polks Corps, Braggs Army." 

After the war, I wrote to the address of James S. Lytle, 
and received a reply from Iowa City, Iowa, from Dr. 
Lytle, stating the book was his, that he had been wounded 
at Shiloh and the book captured. 

The history of the little book is recorded in Iowa His- 
torical Record, and the book is at Iowa City. 

As near as I could estimate the distance between the 
tree snag and the stump it was ninety feet. 
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Since writing the above I have received a letter from a 
comrade of Jesse W. Wyatt at Dyer, Tenn., stating that 
Wyatt enlisted there in 1861, and was killed at the battle 
of Adairsville, Ga. 

Charles W. Keeley. 
Formerly of 73rd 111. Vol. 



